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Abstract

Introduction: The social structures and
linguistic diversity of Pakistan have garnered
global attention. The intricate relationship
between these factors arises from the
coexistence of multiple languages, each
intricately tied to specific social strata.
Social status often correlates with language
use: English is favored by the elite and upper
class, while Urdu is more prevalent among
the middle class. Regional languages are
commonly employed by rural residents and
those from lower socioeconomic
backgrounds. Despite these variations,
Pakistani society maintains a delicate
balance between social stratification and
linguistic richness, resulting in a culturally
diverse environment.

Methodology: This research explores the

complex correlation between dialect

How to Cite: Sajdi, F. J., (2023). Socioeconomic Factors and Language Variation in Punjabi 91
Speech Communities. Spry Contemporary Educational Practices (SJLL),1(2), 91-110.

https://doi.org/10.62681/sprypublishers.sjll/1/2/2




Socioeconomic Factors and Language Variation in Spry Journal of Literature and Linguistics
Punjabi Speech Communities Published by Spry Publishers

variations and language attitudes within the

district of Punjab, Pakistan. With its

intriguing history and rich heritage, Punjab

is the country's most populous and culturally diverse region? Its inhabitants represent diverse
ethnic, linguistic, and religious backgrounds, making it an ideal setting for studying language
attitudes. By examining dialect variation, we seek to enhance our understanding of its influence
on language attitudes and its impact on the linguistic landscape of Punjab. To achieve our
objectives, we employ a mixed-methods approach. Quantitative data analysis will
comprehensively examine various dialectal features, while qualitative inquiry will elucidate
community members' perceptions of these variations. Integrating these two methodologies allows
us to unravel the dynamics of dialectal variation in the region.

Results/Findings: Researchers comprehensively evaluated the vast variety of Punjabi dialects
spoken in both urban and rural parts of Punjab. Data gathering involved surveys, interviews, and
sociolinguistic observations. The results revealed an intricate configuration of dialect diversity
shaped by urbanization, socioeconomic standing, and educational attainment. Additionally, the
study explored the influence of other regional dialects on society, emphasizing language's role in
shaping individual and group identities.

Future Direction: The research emphasized the importance of language in influencing identity by
examining how specific dialects are perceived in connection with linguistic prestige and social
standing. Furthermore, the influence of social institutions news channels, educational institutions,
and dialect diversity on linguistic perspectives and attitudes was observed. This study conducted
an exhaustive examination of the intricate linguistic terrain of Punjab, Pakistan. The findings shed
light on language policy and social identity implications, providing valuable insights for
policymakers and researchers. Considering the impact of language policies, further exploration
is needed to determine how they can facilitate or impede the spread of dialects. Understanding
these dynamics will contribute to informed decisions regarding language preservation and
propagation in Punjab.

Keywords: Socioeconomic Dialect variation, Language attitudes, Punjab, Pakistan.
Introduction

It is agreed that language is civilized society's most significant achievement. This essential tool

facilitates communication, elaboration, and expression of thoughts, emotions, and behaviours.
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While the significance of language and behaviour is indisputable, it is frequently impacted by
many social pressures and prejudices. Language profoundly influences various aspects of society,
including forming individuality and character, regulating social conduct, reinforcing societal
structures, and facilitating idea exchange and development through collaborative effort(Regnoli,
2023).

Additionally, language emerges from the active awareness of humans and is influenced by
the dynamics of clearly defined social groups. A profound and mutually reinforcing relationship
exists between society and language. An influence on society and a precursor to future
transformations, the adaptation of a language to its requirements by each civilization. The
evolution of the social and cultural climate precipitates a progressive transformation in language.

Thus, language facilitates the exchange of ideas and thoughts and is an indispensable
component of human society. Societal influence permeates its connection to a significant degree.
In addition, linguistic change is frequently suggestive of broader social and cultural
transformations, which further exemplifies the dynamic nature of human society.

Composing fragments from our social and cultural experiences, language resembles a
riddle. It is for this reason that language is so varied and distinct that everyone speaks slightly
differently. Everyone possesses a unique speaking style that is influenced by their surroundings
and even local vernacular. Individuals who are proficient in one or more languages likely have a
distinctive manner of speaking. Even if you speak the same language, this characteristic—which
distinguishes you from others is known as your idiolect. Our idiolects, therefore, cause each of us
to sound slightly distinct, even though we all speak the same language in society.

Located in the northern part of Pakistan, the province of Punjab possesses a varied dialect
landscape that contributes significantly to its dynamic cultural fabric. The region's multitude of
linguistic expressions reflects its inhabitants' distinctive identities and customs, ranging from the
melodic Saraiki and the poetic Pothohari dialects of Punjab. Punjab is an intriguing locale for
linguists and cultural fans because of the significant influence that these dialects have on the
region's language dynamics and societal attitudes.

Numerous dialects, each with distinct vocabulary, pronunciation patterns, and linguistic
traits, make up the linguistic mosaic of the Punjab region. The vast linguistic diversity of the region
is reflected in its many dialects, such as Majhi, Jhangochi, Rachnavi, and Malwi, which are

influenced by historical, geographical, and societal factors. Besides weaving a richer and more
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intricate web of language use, this dialectal variety offers a fascinating window into how people
feel about language and how society views it.

Given the growing importance of successful cross-community communication in today's
more globalised society, studying the linguistic diversity in Punjab and the socioeconomic factors
that impact people’s attitudes and perceptions of language is pertinent. Individuals and groups from
diverse linguistic backgrounds can benefit from improved communication, better understanding,
and relationship building by appreciating the subtleties of language variance.

People's attitudes toward a language are subjective impressions, assumptions, and feelings
towards a particular language or dialect. Many things, including one's social position, level of
education, cultural background, and sense of regional identity, might impact these attitudes.
Language is shaped by how people use it and how they interpret their attitudes towards it. For
example, a certain dialect may be highly esteemed and attractive to certain people but detested and
stigmatized by others.

It is crucial to appreciate language attitudes to fully grasp how people in Punjab, a South
Asian region with a rich dialect heritage, perceive and assess the dialects spoken around them.
Punjabi, Hindi, and Urdu are just a few regional dialects that illustrate the region's rich linguistic
diversity. Distinct social and cultural groupings are associated with each of these dialects, each
with distinctive characteristics.

Punjabi views towards language can vary according to various circumstances, such as
socioeconomic position, level of education, and sense of regional identity. For instance, people's
perspectives on language may alter depending on whether they are from an urban or rural location,
and people's perspectives on equality may vary depending on their financial status.

To sum up, learning about the attitudes towards language is essential for comprehending
how Punjabi speakers assess and value the many dialects spoken there. The intricate connections
among language, culture, and identity in this culturally and linguistically diverse area can be better
understood if scholars investigate the elements that influence language attitudes.

People’s attitudes toward a language are subjective impressions, assumptions, and feelings towards
a particular language or dialect. Many things, including one's social position, level of education,
cultural background, and sense of regional identity, might impact these attitudes. Language is

shaped by how people use it and how they interpret their attitudes towards it. For example, a certain
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dialect may be highly esteemed and attractive to certain people but detested and stigmatized by
others.

Punjab is home to several minority languages and dialects, including Punjabi. Consider
Hindko, a language spoken mostly in the province's northern districts. It has several linguistic
similarities with Punjabi but also has its distinctive characteristics. Also, there are linguistic
differences between Punjabi and Saraiki, a language spoken in southern Punjab. By contributing
to Punjab’s rich linguistic environment, these minority languages serve as a reminder of the value
of appreciating and protecting language variety.

Regional variants of Punjabi and minority languages are only two examples of the
linguistic variety in Punjab. Historically, Punjab's strategic location has made it a meeting place
for people of many different languages and cultures. Consequently, a vibrant linguistic
environment is created as many immigrant populations continue to speak Punjabi alongside their
national languages. The Punjabi people, for example, speak various immigrant languages,
including Gujarati, Pashto, and Sindhi.

Protecting Punjab's rich linguistic diversity is essential if the region's many distinct dialects
and language varieties are to continue existing. Promoting bilingualism through educational
programs and governmental regulations can help keep languages diverse and stop one from
becoming dominant. It is possible to encourage pride in and respect for Punjab's many languages
by drawing attention to the role of language variety in defining cultural identity and history.
Finally, the linguistic variety of Punjab reflects the province's diverse history and cultural legacy.
Punjabi, Hindko, Saraiki, and other immigrant languages are only a few examples of the many
dialects and variants that make up the region's distinct linguistic environment. Promoting and
preserving linguistic diversity in Punjab is critical so that future generations can continue to
appreciate the richness of Punjabi languages and maintain cultural identities.

Research Objectives
1. To examine the experiences and challenges faced by English language students
throughout their learning journey.
2. To explore the factors contributing to the growth and development of English language
students over time.

Research Questions
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1. What are the main experiences and challenges encountered by English language students
during their learning journey?

2. How do various factors, such as educational environment, teaching methodologies, and
personal motivation, contribute to the growth and development of English language

students?

Literature Review

The socio-historical context of Punjab is significantly influencing the development of
linguistic variation in the region. Numerous empires and civilizations have had a profound impact
on the linguistic landscape of Punjab, which has a long and illustrious past. Throughout its history,
the area has been inhabited by a multitude of communities, such as Pashtuns, Sindhis, and
Punjabis, all of whom have made significant contributions to the linguistic diversity and variations
that are evident in the languages of Punjab.

Indus Valley Civilization, the Mauryan Empire, and the Mughal Empire were among the

empires that occupied Punjab throughout history. Language contact and subsequent language
mingling ensued due to these governing powers' introduction of their respective cultures and
languages to the region. Consequently, linguistic variation has been observed throughout the
region as Punjabi, Sindhi, and other languages have assimilated lexical items and linguistic
characteristics.
Language variation in Punjab was also significantly influenced by the partition of India in
1947(Malik et al., 2020). Differing dialectal developments emerged in the two countries because
of the partition of the state between India and Pakistan, which caused the separation of Punjabi-
speaking communities. The socio-political division influenced the language policies implemented
by each nation. India recognized Punjabi officially, whereas Pakistan favoured Urdu as its national
language. Consequently, this gave rise to additional linguistic divergences between the two regions
(Imtiaz et al., 2020).

The pervasive caste system in Punjabi society also contributes to linguistic variation. The
emergence of numerous dialects and registers has resulted from the development of distinct
linguistic practices by distinct castes and communities. Phonological variations frequently indicate
social standing and personal identity, influencing how community members communicate and

interact.
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Also influencing Punjabi language variation are modernization and globalisation. The

proliferating urban areas and linguistic diversity in Punjab have resulted in the emergence of novel
hybrid varieties and the convergence of languages (Arslan & Mahmood, 2021). The sheer variety
of languages contributes to the region's linguistic complexity.
To conclude, the socio-historical context has significantly influenced language variation in the
Punjab region. As stated in the conclusion, language variation in the Punjab region has been
significantly influenced by its socio-historical context. The languages spoken in Punjab have
undergone linguistic diversity due to various historical factors, including the partition of India, the
caste system, and the effects of globalization. Comprehending the significance of these factors in
shaping social identities and communication patterns, as well as the dynamic nature of language
variation in the region, requires an awareness of these elements. It is recognizing the significance
of language variation in the region in influencing social identities and communication patterns and
respecting its dynamic nature.

Research Methodology

This study employs mixed-methods design, integrating qualitative and quantitative data collection
techniques. Below, you'll find additional facts that will give you a better grasp of the study

methodology that was used, organised by research questions.
1. Dialect Variation: Regional Patterns and Linguistic Features:

- Conduct extensive surveys across many locations to gather linguistic data. This will help with
dialect surveys. Create a set of questions that target each dialect area's unique vocabulary,

pronunciation, and grammar structures.

-The first is participant observation and fieldwork, which entails going to various locations and

talking to locals there.

To collect data about language use in real-life situations, such as households, workplaces, and

community meetings, employ participant observation techniques.

The characteristics of regional dialects can be studied by recording conversations and collecting

linguistic samples.
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- Interviews and Focus Groups: Gather speakers of various regional dialects for organised

interviews and focus groups.

Investigate how people see dialectal variance, how they feel about language, and what influences

people's language choices.

Discover commonalities and themes by employing qualitative research methods (such as thematic

analysis).

- Analyse comparatively: look at regional dialects both within and outside of the same language

family.
Locate instances of borrowing, contact phenomena, and shared and unique language traits.
2. Partisan sentiments among different age cohorts in Punjab about the Punjabi language.

- Survey Methodology: A structured survey will be administered to a representative sample of
Punjabi speakers spanning various age categories throughout the province of Punjab. Incorporate

inquiries concerning language usage, individual identity, and perspectives on linguistic matters.

- Implement focus groups that are segmented by age cohorts to obtain more comprehensive
insights into individuals' sentiments and perceptions regarding the Punjabi language and its

societal significance.
3. Impact of diglossia and code-switching on the communication of Punjabi speakers:

- Observational studies involve the systematic observation and documentation of natural
conversations occurring in both formal and informal contexts, to analyse how speakers transition

between various linguistic varieties.

- Interviews: To obtain a comprehensive understanding of the language use strategies and

perceptions of linguistic norms of Punjabi speakers, conduct interviews with them.

4. The influence of media depictions of Punjabi dialects on educational outcomes and public

opinion:
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- Media Analysis: Evaluate the impact of media portrayals and manifestations (television, film,

social media) of Punjabi dialects on public perception.

- Utilise surveys or interviews as research methods to assess the extent to which attitudes towards

dialects and education are influenced by media portrayals.

- Educational surveys aim to evaluate academic achievements in various dialect regions to

ascertain whether there exists a correlation between dialect variety and academic success.
5. Policy regarding the Punjabi language and the safeguarding of regional dialects:

- Policy Analysis: Examine regional and national language policies to ascertain their treatment of

regional dialects.

- Case Studies: Evaluate the effect on dialect vitality by conducting case studies in regions with

stringent language policies.

-Conduct stakeholder interviews with community leaders, policymakers, and educators to gain

insight into their viewpoints regarding dialect preservation and language policy.
Findings & Analysis
What Language Characteristics and Regional Patterns Impact Dialect Variation?

The author investigates dialect variation in "Analysis of Dialect Variation: Regional
Patterns and Linguistic Features," with a particular emphasis on the influence of linguistic features
and regional patterns that determine the diversity of languages in various geographic locations.
Geographical barriers, historical migrations, and social interactions are some of the variables
examined in this study as they pertain to dialect variation. The author's objective is to illuminate
the intricate relationship between language and society through an analysis of distinct linguistic

characteristics present in different variants of a similar region.
Partisan sentiments among different age cohorts in Punjab about the Punjabi language.

The author investigates dialect variation in "Analysis of Dialect Variation: Regional Patterns and
Linguistic Features," with a particular emphasis on the influence of linguistic features and regional

patterns that determine the diversity of languages in various geographic locations. Geographical
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barriers, historical migrations, and social interactions are some variables examined in this study as
they pertain to dialect variation. The author aims to illuminate the intricate relationship between
language and society by analyzing distinct linguistic characteristics in different variants of a

similar region.

Punjabi is historically and culturally revered as a symbol of regional pride. Nevertheless, due to
urbanization and globalization, English and Hindi have gained greater prominence in media outlets
and academic institutions. This transition could potentially yield substantial consequences for the
usage and perception of Punjabi, specifically across various age cohorts, socioeconomic strata, and
urban-rural dichotomies. The purpose of this paper is to investigate how these transformations
have affected the language and cultural identity of Punjab. A more profound comprehension of
these changes will enable us to recognize the significance of safeguarding the linguistic variety of

the area and the indispensable function that Punjabi fulfills in its cultural legacy.

Examining prevalent language attitudes in Punjab, the study offers a multifaceted perspective.
According to the survey findings, participants place significant importance on Hindi or English for
the perceived ability to improve employability. In contrast, others firmly identify Punjabi as a
signifier of cultural identity. In addition, the study illustrates how attitudes towards Punjabi are
influenced by societal perceptions of the language's capacity to unite or divide diverse
constituencies. Raising awareness regarding the significance of conserving regional languages

such as Punjabi and advocating for multilingualism are critical points emphasised in the research

paper.

The research article entitled "Language Attitudes in Punjab: Perceptions and Attitudinal Shifts"
examines the elements that influence attitudes towards language in the area. Concerning the

inhabitants' native tongue, Punjabi, the report examines their beliefs, attitudes, and perceptions.

In their noble quest to foster linguistic diversity and establish a milieu that cherishes the rich
linguistic legacy of Punjab, policymakers, educators, and researchers can glean invaluable insights
from this study. Given the region's unique linguistic diversity, the report underscores the
importance of preserving and promoting Punjabi, a language that is not just a means of
communication, but a cultural treasure. Furthermore, the research underscores the urgency of

comprehending the evolving attitudes within the area. Policymakers and educators, in their pivotal
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roles, can ensure the survival of Punjabi for future generations by promptly responding to these
changes with the necessary measures to rejuvenate its usage. The report also includes practical
suggestions for fostering an environment that not only recognizes but also celebrates linguistic

diversity and promotes multilingualism.

The research illuminates the intricate dynamics among various elements that influence attitudes
toward the Punjabi language. This resource provides significant contributions to the endeavors of
policymakers, educators, and researchers who seek to foster an inclusive atmosphere and recognize

the linguistic legacy of Punjab, thereby facilitating the promotion of linguistic diversity.
Impact of diglossia and code-switching on the communication of Punjabi speakers

Critical linguistic concepts such as diglossia and code-switching facilitate comprehension of the
diverse social contexts in which language is employed. When two variants of the same language
coexist within a community, each performing a unique purpose, diglossia is a linguistic
phenomenon. In official and formal settings, including media, education, and literature, one variant
is employed: the wide variety, also known as the H variety. Utilised by the affluent and fashionable
segments of society, this variant is frequently referred to as the "prestige" variety. Constantly used
among community members is the alternative variation, known as the low variety or L variety.
Commonly utilised by the less educated and working-class members of the community, this variant
is frequently referred to as the "non-prestige" variety. Cultural norms and social hierarchies are

both preserved and strengthened by this linguistic division.

A converse or interaction involving the use of two or more languages or language varieties in
succession is referred to as code-switching. Individuals in multilingual communities frequently
exhibit this phenomenon, wherein they transition between languages in order to more effectively
convey particular ideas or emotions. In addition to establishing solidarity with a specific social

group, code-switching can be used to convey social identity.

As an illustration, within Arab nations, the H variety of Classical Arabic is employed for religious
texts, formal events, and media, whereas the L variety is utilised for everyday discourse.
Particularly in informal contexts, where it can signify social identity or establish solidarity with a
specific social group, code-switching between Classical and colloquial Arabic is widespread in

these nations (Hamam, 2011).

How to Cite: Sajdi, F. J., (2023). Socioeconomic Factors and Language Variation in Punjabi 103
Speech Communities. Spry Contemporary Educational Practices (SJLL),1(2), 91-110.

https://doi.org/10.62681/sprypublishers.sjll/1/2/2




Socioeconomic Factors and Language Variation in

Spry Journal of Literature and Linguistics
Punjabi Speech Communities

Published by Spry Publishers

When two or more languages or language varieties are alternated during a single conversation, this
linguistic phenomenon is known as "code-switching." Various social, cultural, and situational
influences shape this practice, frequently observed in bilingual or multilingual communities. Code-
switching enables people to communicate more effectively in various linguistic contexts. For
example, when communicating with friends and family, a bilingual individual might employ their
native tongue to foster a sense of closeness and a shared cultural identity while employing English
formally to project professionalism and authority. In addition to fostering rapport and establishing
social connections, code-switching can facilitate communication between speakers of different

languages (Hamam, 2011).

In the process of conversing in more than one language, a person who is multilingual may engage
in the practice of code-switching. Code-switching is one of the many reasons that researchers have
proposed, and it has the potential to be something that bilinguals may use to improve their ability
to communicate with others who speak different languages. Switching between several languages
might further strengthen a sense of belonging to a specific social or cultural group. Additionally,
it is a fact that code-switching can be a consequence of societal pressures, particularly in situations
when one language is regarded as being more significant than another. When something like this
occurs, individuals may abandon their native tongue and make an effort to speak the language of
the majority in an effort to conform to the norms of society, whether for social or economic

reasons(Hamam, 2011).

Dichotomy and codeswitching,(Hamam, 2011) two linguistic phenomena, exert a
significant influence on language policy and education. Diglossia refers to a situation in which
individuals within a given community employ distinct expressions of their language for various
modes of communication. For instance, one expression is designated for formal, written
correspondence, while the other is employed in colloquial, verbal discourse. In contrast,
codeswitching occurs when an individual initiates a conversation while deftly alternating between

numerous languages or dialects.

Legislators must have a comprehensive understanding of diverse linguistic practices to help foster
linguistic inclusion and diversity and develop effective language learning programs. A language
program that supports both the high and low varieties of a given language is one a way that

policymakers may attempt to combat diglossia. This measure will facilitate enhanced
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communication among community members and assist in narrowing the divide. Consider, by way
of analogy, officials who are cognizant of the frequency of codeswitching. By designing language
learning programs that facilitate seamless transitions between various language varieties or
languages, educators can foster multilingualism and assist students in developing greater

proficiency in multiple languages(Gul & Channa, 2023).

By advocating for the advantages of multilingualism and valuing students' language
preferences, instructors can significantly impact their students' educational experiences(Roman et
al., 2022). Such an approach may enhance the self-esteem and language proficiency of these

children by fostering a sense of acceptance and regard in the classroom.

Diglossia and codeswitching(Hamam, 2011) can be acknowledged and encouraged by societies as
means to foster more inclusive communities and celebrate their linguistic diversity. It is possible
for individuals to freely express themselves and be true to themselves when communities honor
the variety of languages spoken there. Consequently, linguistic prejudice can be mitigated,

proliferating social unity.

Understanding and embracing the practices of diglossia and code-switching is not just
about promoting linguistic diversity and effective language policies. It's about creating societies
that are more tolerant and accepting, societies that recognize the richness and complexity of
language in our interconnected world. These practices are a gateway to a more inclusive and

understanding world.

The practice of diglossia refers to the coexistence of two or more language varieties within a single
community. It is common in many societies worldwide, where one language (the high variety) is
used in formal settings while the other (the low variety) is used in informal settings. This practice
can help preserve local languages and dialects, maintain cultural identities, and promote linguistic

diversity.

On the other hand, code-switching refers to the use of multiple languages or language varieties
within a single conversation or communication event. This practice is common in multilingual
societies, where individuals switch between languages depending on the situation or context.
Code-switching can help individuals express themselves more effectively, bridge communication

gaps between different language communities, and promote cross-cultural understanding.
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Therefore, it is crucial to reiterate the importance of understanding and embracing the practices of
diglossia and code-switching. These practices are not just about linguistic diversity, inclusion, and
effective language policies. They are about fostering a world that is more tolerant and accepting,
a world that acknowledges the richness and complexity of language in our interconnected world.

It is, therefore, imperative to adopt these practices in our communities and institutions.
The influence of media depictions of Punjabi dialects on educational outcomes and public opinion.

How individuals interact and understand information in various contexts, such as education
and the media, is significantly influenced by the dialectal distinctions between them. In the
classroom, for example, teachers and students may have various dialects or accents, which can
lead to miscommunication, misunderstandings, (Khaliq et al., 2019) and even bias towards dialects
that are not considered mainstream. There is also the possibility that students' language learning
and academic performance may be hindered by linguistic variety. This is because students may
need assistance grasping the standard language used in textbooks and examinations. As a result, it
is of the utmost importance to include cultural sensitivity and dialectal awareness in the curriculum
to provide a learning environment that honors the plurality of languages and encourages
inclusiveness. All students will have the opportunity to participate in an educational experience

that is more equal, respectful, and enriching if we take this step.

Likewise, media platforms are also susceptible to the impact of dialect variation. For
instance, news broadcasts in the United States often reflect the General American English dialect,
while films and television programs from the United Kingdom may use the Received
Pronunciation dialect. Speakers of non-standard dialects, such as African American Vernacular
English or Scottish English, may necessitate assistance in order to comprehend or relate to the
material presented entirely. The perpetuation of cultural stereotypes and the promotion of a sense
of marginalization among non-standard dialect speakers may result from this underrepresentation.
However, the media must play a crucial role in advancing linguistic inclusivity. The media can
empower individuals, irrespective of their dialect, by guaranteeing the inclusion of varied dialects

in its programming and offering subtitles or translations to cater to a broader audience.

Quite the opposite, native speakers' unique perspectives and local knowledge may enhance media

material through dialect variety. The use of different dialects in literature and narrative building
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may make characters and surroundings more accurate, making the story more profound and
relatable. Another benefit of media that incorporates many dialects is that it may help people
develop an appreciation for and understanding of different cultures, which can bring people
together from different backgrounds. Advocating for linguistic variety in the media can help create
a more accepting society that recognizes and respects the distinctive qualities of all languages and
dialects. Policymakers and media outlets must make linguistic diversity a top priority if we are to
reap the educational and cultural benefits of dialect variety(Regnoli, 2023). Schools should be
committed to a dialect-inclusive pedagogy, which involves teaching standard and non-standard
dialects in a balanced way, that encourages students to value their native language while learning
the mainstream one. Language teachers must have the background and experience to deal with the
nuances of dialect diversity so that they can respect and value their students' perspectives. Equally
important is that media outlets must deliberately seek to include a variety of dialects in their

programming while simultaneously combating linguistic disparities.

As the conclusion highlights, dialect variation has a multifaceted impact on media and education.
While embracing linguistic diversity may pose challenges to effective communication and
representation, it also holds the potential to enrich educational experiences and create more
inclusive media content. Recognizing the significance of dialect variation and implementing
strategies to address its effects will undoubtedly foster a society characterized by greater equity
and understanding. With the ongoing advocacy for linguistic inclusivity, we can create
environments that value dialect diversity as an integral part of our cultural heritage and identity.
As educators, media professionals, policymakers, or interested individuals, your contributions to
this movement are crucial. Together, we can promote linguistic inclusivity and contribute to the

development of a more inclusive society.
Policy regarding the Punjabi language and the safeguarding of regional dialects

Language policy in Punjab has several significant consequences, including the standardization of
Punjabi. Administrative and national communication needs a standardized language, but such
standardization sometimes comes at the expense of respecting regional languages. The usage of
dialects in public discourse, media, and education is declining as the standard form becomes more
prominent. This might lead to a standardization of the language and the eradication of culturally

distinct dialects and their distinctive linguistic traits. Most schools in Punjab employ Punjabi as
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their instruction medium, meaning that language policy also affects education in Punjab. While
this is essential for building community and pride in one's hometown, it can potentially exclude
pupils whose first language is very different from the norm. This might lead to worse academic
achievement and a decrease in using the student's native language in the classroom if they require

additional support to understand the material.

Furthermore, the media environment in Punjab might be impacted by the government's language
policy. Most popular Punjabi media employ standard Punjabi, which limits the visibility and
appreciation of cultural expressions that are distinctive to dialects. This has the potential to further
marginalize speakers of less common dialects and provide an inaccurate portrayal of the linguistic
variety in Punjab. However, this matter is of the utmost importance since including dialects in

media has the dual purpose of preserving linguistic variety and promoting cultural pride.

The effects on rural areas are just another consequence of Punjab's linguistic policy. There is a
danger that rural dialects may be pushed to the margins as standardized Punjabi becomes more

popular.

The disappearance of these dialects and their eventual replacement by the more widely used
language may be hastened by the absence of government acknowledgment and assistance. This

change can potentially separate the next generation from their language and culture.

Finally, the many Punjabi dialects are greatly affected by the province's language policies and
plans. Despite its importance for administrative purposes, standardizing Punjabi risks erasing
cultural subtleties and distinctive linguistic traits seen in different dialects. The identification,
portrayal, and maintenance of dialect speakers' languages are frequently hindered, which

profoundly affects rural communities, education, and media coverage.

Policymakers are shaping the linguistic landscape of Punjab; a balanced approach is needed to
promote a unified language while preserving the cultural diversity and linguistic heritage of the

different dialects. A comprehensive and thoughtful solution is needed.
Conclusion

Language attitudes and dialect diversity in Punjab, Pakistan, are the subjects of this study article.

The book delves into the many dialects spoken in the region and how its residents feel about them.

How to Cite: Sajdi, F. J., (2023). Socioeconomic Factors and Language Variation in Punjabi 108
Speech Communities. Spry Contemporary Educational Practices (SJLL),1(2), 91-110.
https://doi.org/10.62681/sprypublishers.sjll/1/2/2




Socioeconomic Factors and Language Variation in Spry Journal of Literature and Linguistics

Punjabi Speech Communities Published by Spry Publishers

In order to understand the cultural and social elements that influence language diversity and
attitudes, the study uses a thorough sociolinguistic framework. The study technique guarantees a
thorough grasp of the subject, which comprises collecting data from varied people from different

regions of Punjab through interviews and surveys.

The study's conclusions are critical and highlight the considerable dialectal diversity throughout
the region. These results, defined by unique speech patterns and linguistic traits in various dialects,
illuminate the complex interplay between linguistic attitudes and dialectal diversity. They shed
light on how economic, social, and educational variables influence language preferences and
usage. The findings lighten the linguistic dynamics of Punjab, Pakistan, and have significant

ramifications for regional language education and policy.

This study paper might drastically alter Punjab, Pakistan's linguistic policy. We can create a more
inclusive and well-informed language policy by teaching individuals how social and cultural
variables impact language choices and attitudes. Additionally, it can provide the groundwork for
future studies on dialect diversity and linguistic attitudes in other parts of the world, increasing our

knowledge of sociolinguistics.
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