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Abstract 

Introduction: Great power competition in 

Africa is a multifaceted phenomenon with 

significant implications for regional stability, 

economic development, security, and 

governance. This study explores the drivers, 

strategies, and impacts of major global 

powers in Africa, aiming to deepen our 

understanding of the complexities of great 

power rivalry on the continent. 

Methodology: Employing a qualitative 

research approach, this study conducts a 

comprehensive review of existing literature, 

scholarly research, and expert insights to 

analyze great power competition in Africa. 

Data collection involves gathering and 

synthesizing information from diverse 

sources, followed by qualitative analysis 

techniques to interpret key findings and 

insights. 

Results/Findings: The study identifies 

several key findings, including the strategies 

employed by major global powers, the 

challenges posed by great power 
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competition, and the role of regional organizations in managing external influence in Africa. 

Future Directions: Building on these findings, future research directions could explore the long-

term implications of great power competition on sustainable development, governance, and 

regional cooperation in Africa. 

Keywords: Great power competition, Africa, regional stability, economic development, security, 

governance. 

Introduction 

The 21st century has seen significant shifts in global power dynamics, marked by renewed 

competition among major powers in regions beyond their traditional spheres of influence. While 

recent geopolitical discourse has heavily focused on the conflict in Ukraine and its broader 

implications for European security, there is a parallel and equally consequential arena of great 

power competition unfolding in Africa. This research explores the potential for great power 

competition in Africa, examining the roles and strategies of major powers such as the United 

States, China, and Russia, and their implications for regional stability and global geopolitics. 

Africa, endowed with abundant natural resources, strategic geographic locations, and rapidly 

growing economies, has become a critical battleground for major powers seeking to expand their 

influence. Historically, the continent has been shaped by colonialism and the Cold War, with 

external powers exerting significant control over African nations. In the post-Cold War era, the 

nature of foreign involvement has evolved, with economic interests often taking precedence over 

ideological battles. Today, Africa is once again at the crossroads of great power competition, as 

nations like China and Russia intensify their efforts to establish a foothold, challenging the 

longstanding dominance of Western powers. 

The Rise of Chinese Influence 

China's engagement in Africa has been characterized by its ambitious Belt and Road 

Initiative (BRI), aimed at enhancing global trade connectivity through massive infrastructure 

investments. The BRI has led to significant developments in African infrastructure, including 

railways, ports, and highways, which are crucial for boosting trade and economic growth. China's 

pragmatic approach focuses on economic partnerships rather than political alliances, resulting in a 

substantial increase in trade between China and African countries. In 2019, bilateral trade reached 

$208 billion, reflecting the deepening economic ties (Chen & Nordhaus, 2021). 
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Beyond economic investments, China has also expanded its military presence in Africa, notably 

with the establishment of its first overseas military base in Djibouti. This strategic move 

underscores China's commitment to securing its interests and protecting its investments on the 

continent. Additionally, Chinese soft power initiatives, such as educational exchanges and cultural 

programs, aim to foster goodwill and strengthen bilateral ties (Shinn & Eisenman, 2012). 

Russian Resurgence 

Russia's renewed interest in Africa marks a significant shift in its foreign policy, as it seeks 

to regain influence lost after the collapse of the Soviet Union. Russia's strategy in Africa is 

multifaceted, involving arms sales, military cooperation, and energy investments (Bukhari, Malik, 

& Mahmood, 2024). As the largest arms supplier to Africa, Russia has exported substantial 

amounts of weaponry to countries like Algeria, Egypt, and Angola. This military engagement is 

often coupled with political support, as seen in Russia’s backing of certain regimes and its 

involvement in conflict resolution efforts (Marten, 2019). 

In addition to military ties, Russia has pursued economic interests in Africa’s energy sector, 

with Russian companies investing in oil and gas projects across the continent. These economic 

engagements are part of a broader strategy to establish Russia as a key player in the African energy 

market and to diversify its global economic partnerships (Korybko, 2018). 

U.S. Strategic Interests 

The United States has long viewed Africa through a strategic lens, focusing on 

counterterrorism, economic development, and the promotion of democratic governance. The 

establishment of the U.S. Africa Command (AFRICOM) in 2007 exemplifies this approach, 

coordinating military operations and security assistance across the continent. AFRICOM’s mission 

includes building the capacity of African militaries to address security threats and support 

peacekeeping operations (Williams, 2013). 

Economically, the United States engages with Africa through initiatives such as the African 

Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA), which provides preferential trade terms to African 

countries that meet specific criteria. Additionally, programs like Power Africa aim to enhance 

access to electricity and promote sustainable development. These efforts are part of a broader 

strategy to counter the influence of other great powers and to support Africa’s economic growth 

and stability (Kagan, 2020). 

Implications for Regional Stability 

https://doi.org/10.62681/sprypublishers.scep/3/1/37


Beyond Ukraine: Examining the Potential 

for Great Power Competition in Africa 
Spry Contemporary Educational Practices 

Published by Spry Publishers 
   
  

 

685 
 

How to Cite: Bukhari, S. R. H., Khan, A. U., Haq, I. U., & Ullah, T., (2024). 

Beyond Ukraine: Examining the Potential for Great Power Competition in 

Africa. Spry Contemporary Educational Practices (SCEP), 3(1), 681- 703. 

https://doi.org/10.62681/sprypublishers.scep/3/1/37    
 

The involvement of multiple great powers in Africa presents both opportunities and 

challenges for the continent. On one hand, foreign investments and aid can drive economic growth, 

improve infrastructure, and create jobs. On the other hand, competition between major powers can 

exacerbate existing conflicts, lead to increased militarization, and undermine sovereignty 

(Bukhari, Khan, & Haq, 2024). 

For example, the presence of foreign military bases and the influx of arms can fuel conflicts 

and contribute to regional instability. Additionally, the rivalry between great powers may lead to 

the exploitation of Africa’s resources with little regard for environmental sustainability or the 

welfare of local populations (Engel & Putterman, 2017; Bukhari, Khan, & Haq, 2024). The 

differing approaches and priorities of major powers can also create a fragmented policy landscape, 

complicating efforts to address common challenges such as climate change, public health, and 

poverty reduction (Bukhari, 2024). 

The potential for great power competition in Africa is a critical issue that warrants close 

examination. As China, Russia, and the United States, among others, vie for influence, the 

outcomes of their engagement will have far-reaching implications for Africa’s development and 

global geopolitics (Bukhari, Khan, & Haq, 2024). This study seeks to provide a comprehensive 

analysis of the strategies employed by these powers, the impact of their activities on regional 

stability, and the broader implications for international relations. By understanding these 

dynamics, policymakers can better navigate the complexities of great power competition and work 

towards a more stable and prosperous future for Africa (Bukhari, Khan, & Haq, 2024). 

Objectives of the Study 

1. To analyse the strategies and motivations of major powers in Africa. 

2. To Assess the Impact of Great Power Competition on Regional Stability and Development 

in Africa. 

Research Questions 

To attain its objectives this study attempts to answer the following research questions: 

1. What are the primary strategies employed by the United States, China, and Russia in their 

engagement with African nations, and what motivations drive these strategies? 

2. How does the competition between major powers influence regional stability and 

development in Africa, and what are the implications for local governance and 

sovereignty? 
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Literature Review 

Great power competition in Africa has emerged as a significant focus of scholarly inquiry, 

driven by the strategic importance of the continent and the increasing involvement of major global 

powers. This literature review seeks to analyse the strategies and motivations of major powers in 

Africa and assess the impact of great power competition on regional stability and development. 

Strategies and Motivations of Major Powers in Africa 

The engagement of major powers in Africa is characterized by a variety of strategies aimed 

at advancing their interests and enhancing their influence on the continent. The United States, 

China, and Russia represent key players in this dynamic, each pursuing distinct approaches driven 

by unique motivations. 

The United States has historically viewed Africa through the lens of security concerns, 

particularly in the context of counterterrorism and maritime security (Hill, 2019). American 

military presence and assistance programs in Africa reflect a desire to combat terrorism, promote 

stability, and safeguard strategic interests, such as access to oil and minerals (Hill, 2019). China's 

engagement with Africa is primarily driven by economic interests, as evidenced by its extensive 

investments in infrastructure projects, natural resource extraction, and trade agreements (Alden & 

Davies, 2016). The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) serves as a central framework for China's 

engagement, facilitating infrastructure development and connectivity across the continent while 

advancing China's economic and geopolitical objectives (Alden & Davies, 2016). 

Russia's involvement in Africa is characterized by a combination of diplomatic overtures, 

military cooperation, and arms sales, aimed at enhancing its influence and countering Western 

dominance (Shahin, 2018). Russian strategies in Africa often align with its broader geopolitical 

ambitions, including efforts to expand its presence in strategic regions and gain access to natural 

resources (Shahin, 2018; Bukhari, Kokab, & Khan, 2024). 

Impact of Great Power Competition on Regional Stability and Development in Africa 

The intensification of great power competition in Africa has profound implications for 

regional stability, security, and development. Competition among major powers exacerbates 

existing conflicts, fuels arms races, and undermines efforts to achieve peace and stability 

(Pantuliano & Gomes, 2020). Moreover, the influx of foreign investments and aid can contribute 

to corruption, resource exploitation, and economic dependency, exacerbating socio-economic 

inequalities and hindering long-term development (Pantuliano & Gomes, 2020). Furthermore, 
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great power competition in Africa often manifests in geopolitical rivalries and proxy conflicts, 

exacerbating tensions and exacerbating regional instability (Ampiah & Naidu, 2019). African 

states become arenas for strategic competition, with major powers vying for influence through 

military interventions, diplomatic manoeuvring, and economic incentives (Ampiah & Naidu, 

2019). 

Theoretical Frameworks for Analysing Great Power Competition in Africa 

Theoretical frameworks such as realism, neo-colonialism, and soft power offer valuable 

insights into the dynamics of great power competition in Africa. Realist theory emphasizes the 

pursuit of national interests and the balance of power among states, highlighting the strategic 

calculations and security dilemmas that drive great power behaviour (Mearsheimer, 2001; Bukhari, 

2024). Neo-colonialism theory elucidates the enduring legacies of colonialism and the continued 

exploitation of African resources by external powers, perpetuating unequal power dynamics and 

hindering African agency (Nkrumah, 1965). Soft power theory underscores the importance of 

persuasion and attraction in shaping international relations, highlighting the role of cultural 

diplomacy, aid programs, and media outreach in enhancing a state's influence and legitimacy (Nye, 

2004). 

Conceptual Framework 

Understanding the dynamics of great power competition in Africa requires a clear 

conceptual framework that delineates the actors, motivations, and strategies involved. Great power 

competition can be defined as the strategic rivalry and contestation among major global powers 

for influence, resources, and geopolitical advantage on the African continent (Simpson, 2020). 

This competition often manifests in various forms, including economic investments, military 

presence, diplomatic engagements, and soft power initiatives. 

Definition of Great Power Competition 

Great power competition refers to the strategic rivalry and contestation among major global 

powers for influence, resources, and geopolitical advantage on the African continent (Simpson, 

2020). It involves the pursuit of national interests through a range of means, including economic 

investments, military presence, diplomatic engagements, and soft power initiatives. In recent 

years, the competition has intensified as major powers vie for access to Africa's abundant natural 

resources, markets, and strategic locations (Simpson, 2020). 

Historical Context of Great Power Involvement in Africa 
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The historical context of great power involvement in Africa dates back to the colonial era 

when European powers competed for territorial control and exploitation of Africa's resources 

(Herbst, 2015). The scramble for Africa resulted in the partitioning of the continent among 

European colonial powers, laying the foundation for decades of external domination and 

exploitation (Herbst, 2015). Although formal colonialism ended in the mid-20th century, the 

legacy of colonialism continues to shape Africa's relations with external powers, including former 

colonial masters and emerging global players (Herbst, 2015). 

Theoretical Frameworks for Analyzing Great Power Competition in Africa 

Several theoretical frameworks can help analyze and understand great power competition 

in Africa, including realism, neocolonialism, and soft power. 

 Realism: Realist theory posits that states act in their self-interest to maximize power and 

security in an anarchic international system (Mearsheimer, 2001). In the context of Africa, 

realist scholars argue that great powers pursue strategic interests, such as access to 

resources and geopolitical influence, through military interventions, alliances, and proxy 

wars (Mearsheimer, 2001). 

 Neocolonialism: Neocolonialism refers to the continuation of colonial relationships and 

structures of domination in the post-colonial era (Nkrumah, 1965). According to 

neocolonial theory, great powers maintain influence and control over African nations 

through economic dependencies, political interventions, and cultural hegemony (Nkrumah, 

1965). Neocolonialism perpetuates unequal power dynamics and undermines African 

agency in shaping their own destinies (Nkrumah, 1965; Bukhari, Khan, & Haq, 2024). 

 Soft Power: Soft power theory, developed by Joseph Nye, emphasizes the ability of states 

to influence others through attraction and persuasion rather than coercion (Nye, 2004). In 

Africa, great powers employ soft power tools, such as cultural diplomacy, aid programs, 

and media outreach, to enhance their image and advance their interests (Nye, 2004). Soft 

power initiatives aim to win hearts and minds, cultivate alliances, and shape perceptions in 

favor of the sponsoring state (Nye, 2004). 

 

United States' Engagement with African Nations 

The United States' engagement with African nations is multifaceted, encompassing 

diplomatic, economic, and security dimensions. The U.S. has historically viewed Africa through 
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the lens of security concerns, particularly in the context of counterterrorism, maritime security, 

and peacekeeping operations (Hill, 2019). American military presence and assistance programs in 

Africa reflect a desire to combat terrorism, promote stability, and safeguard strategic interests, 

such as access to oil and minerals (Hill, 2019). 

Strategies Employed by the United States 

The United States employs several key strategies in its engagement with African nations: 

1. Security Cooperation: The U.S. provides military training, equipment, and logistical 

support to African countries to enhance their capacity to combat terrorism, piracy, and 

other security threats (Hill, 2019). 

2. Economic Assistance: The U.S. offers development aid, trade agreements, and investment 

programs to promote economic growth, poverty reduction, and good governance in Africa 

(Alemazung & Essien, 2019). 

3. Diplomatic Engagement: The U.S. engages African governments through diplomatic 

channels, multilateral forums, and bilateral agreements to address regional challenges, 

promote human rights, and strengthen democratic institutions (Alemazung & Essien, 

2019). 

Motivations Driving US Strategies 

The motivations driving U.S. strategies in Africa are manifold and include: 

1. Economic Interests: The U.S. seeks to promote economic opportunities for American 

businesses and investors in Africa's growing markets, natural resources, and emerging 

industries (Alden, 2015). 

2. Security Concerns: The U.S. prioritizes countering terrorism, preventing the proliferation 

of weapons of mass destruction, and maintaining regional stability to safeguard its national 

security interests (Alden, 2015). 

3. Geopolitical Influence: Africa's strategic location, natural resources, and growing influence 

on the global stage make it an important arena for U.S. geopolitical competition with other 

major powers, such as China and Russia (Hill, 2019). 

China's Engagement with African Nations 

China's engagement with African nations is characterized by extensive economic investments, 

infrastructure projects, and diplomatic initiatives aimed at expanding its influence and securing 
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access to resources. China's approach to Africa is guided by the principles of non-interference, 

win-win cooperation, and South-South solidarity (Alden & Large, 2017). 

Strategies Employed by China 

China employs several key strategies in its engagement with African nations: 

1. Belt and Road Initiative (BRI): The BRI serves as a central framework for China's 

engagement with Africa, facilitating infrastructure development, connectivity, and trade 

along maritime and land routes (Brautigam, 2019). 

2. Economic Investments: China provides loans, grants, and investment packages to support 

infrastructure projects, industrial development, and agricultural initiatives in Africa 

(Brautigam, 2019). 

3. Diplomatic Engagements: China engages African governments through high-level visits, 

diplomatic exchanges, and multilateral forums to strengthen bilateral ties, promote 

cooperation, and enhance China's image as a responsible global actor (Brautigam, 2019). 

Motivations Driving China's Strategies 

China's strategies in Africa are motivated by several factors, including: 

1. Access to Resources: China seeks to secure access to Africa's abundant natural resources, 

including oil, minerals, and agricultural commodities, to fuel its rapidly growing economy 

and meet domestic demand (Alden & Large, 2017). 

2. Market Expansion: Africa represents a lucrative market for Chinese goods, services, and 

investments, offering opportunities for export growth, market expansion, and profit 

maximization (Alden & Large, 2017). 

3. Geopolitical Influence: China's engagement with Africa is driven by its desire to enhance 

its geopolitical influence, counter Western dominance, and shape the global order in line 

with its own interests and values (Alden & Large, 2017). 

Russia's Engagement with African Nations 

Russia's engagement with African nations is characterized by a combination of diplomatic 

overtures, military cooperation, and arms sales, aimed at enhancing its influence and countering 

Western dominance. Russia's approach to Africa is guided by a pragmatic pursuit of its national 

interests, including geopolitical ambitions and economic opportunities (Roux, 2018). 

Strategies Employed by Russia 

Russia employs several key strategies in its engagement with African nations: 
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1. Military Cooperation: Russia provides arms sales, military training, and security assistance 

to African countries to strengthen their defense capabilities and enhance bilateral ties 

(Roux, 2018). 

2. Energy Partnerships: Russia seeks to deepen energy partnerships with African countries 

through investments in oil, gas, and nuclear energy projects, leveraging its expertise and 

technology to access Africa's energy resources (Roux, 2018). 

3. Diplomatic Engagement: Russia engages African governments through diplomatic 

channels, high-level visits, and multilateral forums to promote political dialogue, economic 

cooperation, and strategic partnerships (Roux, 2018). 

Motivations Driving Russian Strategies 

Russia's strategies in Africa are driven by several motivations, including: 

1. Geopolitical Influence: Russia aims to expand its geopolitical influence and counter 

Western dominance in Africa, positioning itself as a key player in regional security, 

stability, and development (Shahin, 2018). 

2. Arms Sales: Russia seeks to capitalize on Africa's demand for arms and military equipment, 

generating revenue and fostering strategic partnerships with African countries through 

arms sales and defense cooperation agreements (Shahin, 2018). 

3. Access to Resources: Russia is interested in accessing Africa's natural resources, including 

oil, gas, minerals, and uranium, to meet its domestic energy needs and support its economic 

development (Shahin, 2018). 

In conclusion, the engagement of major powers in Africa reflects a complex interplay of strategic, 

economic, and geopolitical interests, with profound implications for regional stability, 

development, and governance. The United States, China, and Russia employ distinct strategies and 

motivations in their engagement with African nations, shaping the dynamics of great power 

competition and influencing Africa's political landscape and economic trajectory (Bukhari, Khan, 

& Khan, 2024). 

Impact of Great Power Competition on Africa 

Great power competition in Africa has profound implications for the continent's stability, 

development, and governance. As major global powers vie for influence and resources in Africa, 

their rivalries and strategic maneuvering shape the political landscape, economic dynamics, and 

security environment of the region. 
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Assessment of Regional Stability 

The intensification of great power competition in Africa has contributed to regional 

instability, exacerbating existing conflicts and fueling geopolitical tensions. Competition among 

major powers for access to resources, strategic locations, and political influence often manifests in 

proxy conflicts, arms races, and power struggles, undermining efforts to achieve peace and 

stability (Ampiah & Naidu, 2019). 

The proliferation of arms and military support from competing powers can exacerbate 

insecurity and escalate violence in conflict-affected regions, perpetuating cycles of instability and 

humanitarian crises (Pantuliano & Gomes, 2020). Furthermore, great power competition may 

exacerbate intra-state conflicts by exacerbating existing grievances, polarizing political factions, 

and fueling ethnic tensions (Pantuliano & Gomes, 2020). 

Examination of the Economic Impact 

Great power competition in Africa has significant economic implications, shaping the 

continent's development trajectory, trade patterns, and investment flows. Competing powers, such 

as China and the United States, offer economic incentives, aid packages, and investment 

opportunities to African governments, seeking to gain influence and access to resources 

(Brautigam, 2019). China's Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), for example, aims to promote 

infrastructure development, connectivity, and trade along maritime and land routes, facilitating 

economic integration and regional cooperation (Brautigam, 2019). However, critics argue that 

Chinese investments may exacerbate debt burdens, environmental degradation, and economic 

dependency in African countries, raising concerns about long-term sustainability and economic 

sovereignty (Alden & Large, 2017). 

In great power competition may distort local economies, undermine domestic industries, 

and exacerbate inequalities by favoring foreign interests and monopolizing key sectors, such as 

natural resources extraction and infrastructure development (Alden & Davies, 2016). Moreover, 

competition for access to Africa's natural resources, including oil, gas, minerals, and agricultural 

land, can fuel resource conflicts, environmental degradation, and social tensions, undermining 

sustainable development and livelihoods (Ampiah & Naidu, 2019). 

Analysis of the Security Implications 

Great power competition in Africa has significant security implications, affecting both state 

and human security dimensions. Competing powers often provide military assistance, training, and 
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arms sales to African governments, exacerbating arms races, militarization, and conflicts in the 

region (Shahin, 2018). Geopolitical rivalries and proxy conflicts between major powers can 

destabilize fragile states, undermine peacekeeping efforts, and hinder conflict resolution processes, 

perpetuating cycles of violence and insecurity (Pantuliano & Gomes, 2020). The proliferation of 

arms and military support from external actors can also empower non-state actors, such as rebel 

groups and militias, exacerbating insecurity and undermining state authority (Shahin, 2018). 

Furthermore, great power competition may undermine regional security architectures and 

multilateral cooperation mechanisms, weakening collective responses to transnational threats, 

such as terrorism, piracy, and organized crime (Ampiah & Naidu, 2019). As major powers 

prioritize their own strategic interests and alliances, regional stability and security cooperation may 

be compromised, leaving African countries vulnerable to external pressures and internal conflicts 

(Pantuliano & Gomes, 2020). 

Evaluation of the Effects on Governance and Sovereignty 

Power competition in Africa poses challenges to governance and sovereignty, as African 

countries navigate competing interests, influence, and dependencies. External interventions and 

investments from major powers may undermine state sovereignty, erode democratic institutions, 

and exacerbate governance deficits, as African governments balance between competing demands 

and interests (Alden, 2015). Furthermore, great power competition may exacerbate corruption, 

elite capture, and political patronage, as governments seek to secure economic benefits and 

political support from external actors (Alden, 2015). The influx of foreign investments and aid 

may also distort local governance structures, undermine accountability mechanisms, and foster 

dependency relationships, hindering efforts to promote transparency, rule of law, and good 

governance (Alden, 2015). 

Moreover, great power competition may exacerbate interstate tensions, territorial disputes, 

and sovereignty claims, as major powers vie for strategic influence and control over key regions 

and resources (Ampiah & Naidu, 2019). Conflicting interests and alliances among major powers 

can complicate regional dynamics and challenge African countries' ability to assert their 

sovereignty and pursue independent foreign policies (Ampiah & Naidu, 2019). 

Great power competition in Africa has far-reaching implications for regional stability, 

economic development, security cooperation, and governance dynamics. As major global powers 

vie for influence and resources in Africa, their rivalries and strategic maneuvering shape the 
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political landscape, economic dynamics, and security environment of the region, posing challenges 

and opportunities for African countries as they navigate complex geopolitical dynamics and pursue 

their own national interests and development aspirations. 

Regional Responses and Strategies 

African nations are faced with the complex challenge of navigating great power 

competition while pursuing their own national interests and development agendas. In response to 

the growing influence of major global powers, African countries have adopted various strategies 

to assert their sovereignty, promote regional integration, and leverage external partnerships for 

their own development. 

Methodology 

This study employs a qualitative research approach to analyze the dynamics of great power 

competition in Africa and its implications for regional stability, economic development, security, 

and governance. The research methodology involves a comprehensive review of existing literature, 

scholarly research, and expert insights to examine the drivers, strategies, and impacts of major 

global powers in Africa. 

Literature Review: The study begins with a thorough review of relevant literature on great power 

competition in Africa, drawing on academic journals, books, policy papers, and reports from 

reputable sources. This literature review provides a theoretical framework and contextual 

background for understanding the key concepts, debates, and trends related to great power rivalry 

in Africa. 

Data Collection: Data collection involves gathering and synthesizing information from diverse 

sources, including academic databases, government publications, think tank reports, and expert 

analyses. The research process involves systematic data collection, organization, and analysis to 

identify patterns, trends, and insights related to great power competition in Africa. 

Analysis: The study employs qualitative analysis techniques, such as thematic coding, content 

analysis, and comparative analysis, to interpret and make sense of the data collected. By examining 

the strategies, motivations, and impacts of major global powers in Africa, the analysis aims to 

identify key findings, insights, and implications for regional dynamics and international relations. 

Interdisciplinary Perspective: The study adopts an interdisciplinary perspective, drawing on 

insights from political science, international relations, economics, and security studies to analyze 

great power competition in Africa comprehensively. By integrating diverse disciplinary 

https://doi.org/10.62681/sprypublishers.scep/3/1/37


Beyond Ukraine: Examining the Potential 

for Great Power Competition in Africa 
Spry Contemporary Educational Practices 

Published by Spry Publishers 
   
  

 

695 
 

How to Cite: Bukhari, S. R. H., Khan, A. U., Haq, I. U., & Ullah, T., (2024). 

Beyond Ukraine: Examining the Potential for Great Power Competition in 

Africa. Spry Contemporary Educational Practices (SCEP), 3(1), 681- 703. 

https://doi.org/10.62681/sprypublishers.scep/3/1/37    
 

perspectives, the study seeks to provide a nuanced understanding of the complex dynamics and 

implications of great power rivalry in Africa. 

Ethical Considerations: Ethical considerations are paramount in conducting this study, including 

ensuring the accuracy, integrity, and impartiality of the research process and findings. The study 

adheres to ethical guidelines and principles of academic integrity, including proper citation and 

acknowledgment of sources. 

Examination of African Nations' Responses 

African nations employ a range of responses to navigate great power competition, 

including diplomatic engagement, strategic partnerships, and balancing between competing 

powers. Many African countries adopt a pragmatic approach, engaging with multiple external 

actors to maximize economic benefits, security cooperation, and political leverage (Tull, 2019). 

For example, African governments seek to diversify their international partnerships and avoid 

over-reliance on any single external actor to maintain flexibility and autonomy in their foreign 

policies (Tull, 2019). By engaging with both Western powers and emerging players like China, 

African nations aim to extract concessions, negotiate favorable terms, and promote their own 

development agendas (Tull, 2019). 

African countries utilize regional and multilateral forums, such as the African Union (AU) 

and the Economic Community of West African States (ECOWAS), to coordinate their responses 

to great power competition, share best practices, and strengthen collective bargaining power 

(Ampiah & Naidu, 2019). By leveraging their collective voice and unity, African nations can 

amplify their influence and shape the terms of engagement with external actors (Ampiah & Naidu, 

2019). 

Assessment of Regional Organizations' Roles 

Regional organizations play a crucial role in managing great power influence in Africa, 

facilitating coordination, cooperation, and conflict resolution among member states. The African 

Union (AU), established in 2001, serves as the continent's premier intergovernmental organization, 

promoting peace, security, and development through collective action and multilateral diplomacy 

(Murray, 2017). 

The AU provides a platform for African countries to address common challenges, such as 

conflict resolution, peacekeeping, and economic integration, while also serving as a forum for 

dialogue with external partners, including major global powers (Murray, 2017). Through 
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initiatives like the African Peace and Security Architecture (APSA) and the Agenda 2063 

development framework, the AU seeks to enhance African ownership and leadership in addressing 

regional challenges and shaping the continent's future (Murray, 2017). 

Similarly, regional economic communities, such as ECOWAS and the Southern African 

Development Community (SADC), play vital roles in managing great power influence and 

promoting regional integration. ECOWAS, for example, has been instrumental in mediating 

conflicts, promoting democracy, and facilitating economic cooperation among member states in 

West Africa (Ampiah & Naidu, 2019). SADC, on the other hand, focuses on promoting political 

stability, economic development, and regional cooperation in Southern Africa (Ampiah & Naidu, 

2019). 

These regional organizations serve as important mechanisms for African nations to 

coordinate their responses to great power competition, pool resources, and amplify their collective 

voice on the global stage. By strengthening regional integration and cooperation, African countries 

can enhance their resilience to external pressures, promote mutual interests, and advance their 

development objectives (Ampiah & Naidu, 2019). 

Analysis of African Nations' Strategies 

African nations employ various strategies to leverage great power competition for their own 

development, including: 

1. Economic Diplomacy: African countries seek to attract foreign investment, technology 

transfer, and development assistance from major global powers to promote economic 

growth, job creation, and poverty reduction (Tull, 2019). By engaging with multiple 

external partners, African nations can diversify their sources of financing and expertise, 

mitigate risks, and maximize benefits for their populations (Tull, 2019). 

2. Infrastructure Development: African governments prioritize infrastructure projects, such 

as roads, railways, ports, and energy facilities, to enhance connectivity, promote trade, and 

foster regional integration (Brautigam, 2019). By leveraging external partnerships and 

investment, African countries can address infrastructure gaps, improve access to markets, 

and unlock the continent's economic potential (Brautigam, 2019). 

3. Diplomatic Engagement: African nations engage in diplomatic outreach and dialogue with 

major global powers to advance their political interests, secure support for regional 

initiatives, and strengthen their international standing (Tull, 2019). By cultivating strategic 
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partnerships and alliances, African countries can amplify their influence, shape 

international agendas, and protect their sovereignty in the face of great power competition 

(Tull, 2019). 

African nations employ a range of responses and strategies to navigate great power 

competition, promote regional stability, and advance their development objectives. By engaging 

with multiple external actors, leveraging regional organizations, and pursuing pragmatic 

diplomacy, African countries can assert their sovereignty, promote collective interests, and shape 

the terms of engagement with major global powers. However, navigating great power competition 

presents complex challenges and trade-offs for African nations, requiring careful balance, strategic 

foresight, and cooperation among stakeholders to maximize opportunities and mitigate risks. 

Challenges Posed by Great Power Competition in Africa 

Great power competition in Africa presents several challenges that can undermine regional 

stability, economic development, and governance. These challenges include: 

1. Sovereignty Concerns: African nations face risks to their sovereignty as they navigate 

competing demands and interests from major global powers. External interventions, 

investments, and partnerships may infringe on African countries' autonomy, undermine 

democratic institutions, and limit policy space (Tull, 2019). 

2. Debt Dependency: African countries risk falling into debt traps as they borrow from 

multiple external actors to finance infrastructure projects and development initiatives. 

Excessive debt burdens can strain national budgets, limit fiscal flexibility, and hinder long-

term economic growth (Brautigam, 2019). 

3. Security Risks: Great power competition can exacerbate security risks in Africa, fueling 

conflicts, arms races, and proxy wars. External military interventions, arms sales, and 

support for rival factions can destabilize fragile states, undermine peacekeeping efforts, 

and perpetuate cycles of violence (Pantuliano & Gomes, 2020). 

Future Prospects in Great Power Competition in Africa 

Looking ahead, several future trends are likely to shape great power competition in Africa: 

1. Geopolitical Shifts: The geopolitical landscape in Africa is likely to undergo further shifts 

as emerging powers, such as India, Brazil, and Turkey, seek to expand their influence and 

compete with traditional global powers (Ampiah & Naidu, 2019). African countries may 
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benefit from diversifying their partnerships and engaging with a broader array of external 

actors to maximize opportunities and mitigate risks. 

2. Technological Advancements: Technological innovations, such as artificial intelligence, 

blockchain, and renewable energy, are likely to play an increasingly important role in 

shaping great power competition in Africa (Brautigam, 2019). African nations have the 

opportunity to harness these technologies to leapfrog traditional development pathways, 

promote inclusive growth, and enhance their competitiveness in the global economy. 

3. Climate Change and Environmental Challenges: Climate change and environmental 

degradation pose significant risks to Africa's development and security, exacerbating 

resource scarcity, food insecurity, and natural disasters (Pantuliano & Gomes, 2020). Great 

power competition may exacerbate environmental challenges through resource extraction, 

deforestation, and pollution, highlighting the need for sustainable development strategies 

and cooperation among stakeholders. 

Recommendations for Policymakers and Stakeholders 

To mitigate the negative impacts and enhance opportunities of great power competition in Africa, 

policymakers and stakeholders can consider the following recommendations: 

1. Strengthen Regional Integration: African countries should prioritize regional integration 

efforts through initiatives like the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) to 

enhance economic cooperation, promote intra-African trade, and reduce dependence on 

external actors (Ampiah & Naidu, 2019). 

2. Promote Transparency and Accountability: Policymakers should enhance transparency 

and accountability in their engagements with external partners to ensure that investments 

and projects benefit local communities, adhere to environmental standards, and contribute 

to sustainable development (Brautigam, 2019). 

3. Diversify Partnerships: African nations should diversify their partnerships and engage 

with a wide range of external actors, including traditional powers, emerging players, and 

non-state actors, to maximize opportunities, mitigate risks, and safeguard their sovereignty 

(Tull, 2019). 

4. Invest in Human Capital: Policymakers should prioritize investments in education, 

healthcare, and skills development to empower African populations, build resilient 

societies, and foster inclusive growth (Brautigam, 2019). 
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5. Enhance Conflict Prevention and Resolution: Regional organizations like the African 

Union and ECOWAS should strengthen their conflict prevention and resolution 

mechanisms to address the root causes of conflicts, promote political dialogue, and build 

sustainable peace (Murray, 2017). 

It’s true, great power competition in Africa poses significant challenges and opportunities for 

the continent's development and governance. By addressing sovereignty concerns, debt 

dependency, and security risks, while capitalizing on future trends and adopting proactive policies, 

African nations can navigate great power competition more effectively and advance their own 

development agendas in the years to come. 

Conclusion 

In this literature review, we have examined the complex dynamics of great power competition in 

Africa, exploring its implications for regional stability, economic development, security, and 

governance. Through an analysis of scholarly research and expert insights, several key findings 

and insights have emerged, underscoring the significance of understanding great power 

competition in Africa and its multifaceted impacts on the continent. 

Summary of Key Findings and Insights 

The literature review revealed that great power competition in Africa is characterized by a 

complex interplay of strategic interests, geopolitical rivalries, and economic dynamics. Major 

global powers, including the United States, China, and Russia, engage with African nations 

through various strategies, such as military cooperation, economic investments, and diplomatic 

engagements, driven by motivations ranging from economic interests to geopolitical influence. 

Furthermore, great power competition poses significant challenges to African nations, including 

concerns about sovereignty, debt dependency, and security risks. African countries employ 

diverse responses and strategies to navigate great power competition, leveraging regional 

organizations, diplomatic engagements, and economic partnerships to advance their own 

development agendas and safeguard their interests. 

Reiteration of Importance 

Understanding great power competition in Africa is of paramount importance for policymakers, 

scholars, and practitioners alike. As Africa emerges as a key arena for global competition and 

investment, it is essential to comprehend the drivers, dynamics, and implications of great power 

rivalry for regional stability, development, and governance. 
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Great power competition shapes Africa's political landscape, economic trajectory, and security 

environment, influencing intra-state dynamics, regional cooperation, and international relations. 

By analyzing the strategies, motivations, and impacts of major global powers in Africa, 

stakeholders can develop informed policies, enhance cooperation, and promote sustainable 

development in the region. 

Suggestions for Future Research Directions 

While this literature review has provided valuable insights into great power competition in 

Africa, there remain several avenues for future research to deepen our understanding of this 

complex phenomenon and its implications. Some potential research directions include: 

1. Impact on Sustainable Development: Future research could explore the long-term 

implications of great power competition on sustainable development in Africa, examining 

its effects on poverty alleviation, environmental sustainability, and social cohesion. 

2. Regional Governance and Institutions: Further studies could investigate the role of 

regional organizations, such as the African Union and ECOWAS, in managing great 

power influence, promoting good governance, and enhancing regional integration in 

Africa. 

3. Human Security and Humanitarian Impacts: Research could assess the human 

security implications of great power competition, including its effects on civilian 

populations, humanitarian assistance, and peacebuilding efforts in conflict-affected areas. 

4. Digital Diplomacy and Information Warfare: Given the increasing role of technology 

in international relations, future research could explore the impact of digital diplomacy, 

information warfare, and cyber threats on great power competition in Africa. 

5. Climate Change and Resource Competition: Studies could examine the intersections 

between great power competition, climate change, and resource competition in Africa, 

analyzing how environmental factors shape geopolitical dynamics and regional 

cooperation. 

In conclusion, great power competition in Africa is a dynamic and multifaceted phenomenon 

with far-reaching implications for regional stability, economic development, and governance. By 

continuing to explore these issues through interdisciplinary research, collaboration, and dialogue, 

stakeholders can gain deeper insights into great power rivalry in Africa and develop strategies to 

promote peace, prosperity, and sustainability on the continent. 
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